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To THE EDITOR & You tommitte on Tax Relief sworn in 

Was the circus in town? 
Is graduation supposed to be a cir­

cus? Some of the graduates and their 
families hoped that it would be a spe­
cial and memorable night to celebrate 
13 years of hard work, dedication and 
friendships. 

Unfortun^ly this graduationjwill 

be remembered with sadness, disap­
pointment and embarrassment by 
many people. 

We are so proud of the graduates 
who chose to represent themselves, 
their families and school with dignity 
and respect. 

THE EYE CARE CLINICS OF TEXAS 
Full spectrum optometric and ophthalmological services 

including contacts, prescriptk>ns for glasses, office and outpatient 
surgery, laser, glaucoma, cataract and radial-keratotomy surgery. 

For information 
and 

appointments, 
please call 

1.800-535-0186 

John D.Hull M.a DtaM PnillMf Waltcra, O.D. 

Sugar Land • Eagle Lake • Hallettsviile • Yoakum 

EAGLE LAKE MEDICAL CLINIC 
700S. McCarty . 

Eagle Lake 
409-234-2066 

Ravindra 
Kumar, M.D. 

_ " i n t e r n a l Medicine ; 

Primary Care for Adolescent and Adult Patients 
Member of: General America • PHCS • Aetna TRSA • Humana 
Great West. Blue Cross & Blue Shield • Guardian • And Others 

***MonthIy Specialty Cl in ics*** 
By Appointment Only 

Surgeons Gynecologists 
Heman Patino, M.D. Walter Thomas, M.D. 
Julio Arebalo, M.D. Howard Schreiber, M.D. 

E N T : Charles Stiemberg, M.D. 

In the invocation, Kristen said that 
many special people have molded 
them into the young adults they are 
today. 

We commend and thank them for 
becoming young adults that we can be 
proud of. 

This graduation will give us all 
something to remember. Certainly 
guests from out of town will never 
forget. 

J Kathy Stienke 

My 20 worth 
By Jeannine Fearing, Publisher 

I thought I could get past this week 
without climbing up on my soap box, 
but the reported behavior of several of 
the Class of 1996 at Rice High School 
was more than I could stand. 

I have heard everything from deep 
concern for these young people's fu­
tures to total disbelief at the way they 
acted during what is supposed to be an 
important, memorable occasion. 

As Kathy Stienke said, I'm sure 
most who were there or were told 
about the "ceremony" will never for­
get it. 

I did not attend the high school 
graduation because I was already fraz­
zled from running all morning and 
half the afternoon with my eighth 
grader, getting her ready for her cere­
mony. I'm glad I wasn't able to go all 
the way out to Altair, because surely I 
would have just gotten in the car and 
returned to Eagle Lake without one 
ounce of guilt for having not taken 
pictures. 

I did attend the mid-afternoon 
ceremony for Eagle Lake Middle 
School's eighth grade class. Maybe 
the seniors should have been made to 
attend also... they would have seen 
how one should act during just such a 
gathering. 

Eagle Lake's contribution to the 
Class of 2000 could not have im^ 
proved on their behavior. 1 thought 
that maybe one of the teachers, the 
principal or someone had "read them 
the riot act", but according to them and 
Ray Sykowski, no such thing hap­
pened. Following their practice an 
hour before the program was sched­
uled, they were only told to behave... 
and that they did... like champs! 

Maybe some sort of "incentive" is 
needed td make sure that the gradu-

(Sec Opinion, Page 4) 

Gov. Geofge W. Bush has sworn 
in the 16-member Citizens' Commit­
tee on Property Tax Relief, the first 
step in a plan to study hpw $ 10 billion 
a year in property taxes might be re­
placed. 

Bush said the committee's job will 
be to determine "whether the people 
are hot enough about property taxes to 
replace them" - or support an overhaul 
of the sate tax code. Texas businesses 
and homeowners, whose plea for tax 
reform is growing louder, presently 
shoulder more than 90% of the prop­
erty tax burden. 

Committee members were fur­
nished with state fiKures showing that 
Texans are paying a continually rising 
property tax even though property 
values are increasing. 

The committee will be taking 
public testimony on other ways to 
fund state govemment at 14 hearings 
to be held across the state. The panel is 
to report back to the governor by the 
end of Sept. 

Bush said he would not support 
any plan that raised more or less 
money than the property taxes, and he 
reiterated his insistence that a state 
income tax is not an option. 

So far, three options under consid­
eration are: 

•Expanding the 6.25% state sales 
tax to include items not presently 
taxed; 

•A business activity tax; and 
•A gross receipts tax on all busi­

ness and investment income. 
Texas Insurance Commissioner 

Elton Bomer is chairman of the com-
miuee. 

AG Issues Handgun Ruling 
Texas Attorney General Dan Mor­

ales has ruled that transit authorities 
can't charge licensed handgun carri­
ers with criminal trespass for taking 
their handguns on city buses. 

That's because criminal trespass 
only can be committed on "real prop­
erty," he said. 

State Sen. Jerry Patterson, R-Pasa-
dena, told the Houston Chronicle, 
"We knew these restrictions (by tran­
sit authorities) were unenforceable 
from the beginning and the attorney 

State Capitol 
Highlights 
By Lyndell Williams 

and Ed Sterling 
Texas Press Association 

general agrees. 
"Concealed handgun license hold­

ers may ride the bus without fear of 
retribution if their weapon remains 
concealed," said Patterson, a co-spon­
sor of the right-to-carry bill that be­
came law last Sept 

But Morales spokesman Ward 
Tisdale said it still is within transit 
authorities' rights to ban handguns. 
"This new ruling says handgun carri­
ers don't necessarily commit criminal 
trespass, but it doesn't say they didn't 
commit another offense." 

Morales Warns Republic 
Meanwhile, Morales has warned 

the Republic of Texas movement that 
if they break state laws, they will be 
prosecuted. *-• jr—::,.:.....:..., '..-

"My office cannot an will not 
condone deliberate and willful viola­
tions of state and federal law," Mo­
rales said in a letter "I am duty-bound 
to enforce the law of the land and can 
make no exceptions for those who 
profess political or philosophical dis­
agreements with our govemment." 

The attorney general's staff 
mailed the letter to 55 people believed 
to be associated with the right-wing 
organization, which denies the legal 
legitimacy of the govemment of 
Texas. 

Bomer Sets Insurance Hike 
Insurance Commissioner Elton 

Bomer last week ordered a 3.2% aver­
age statewide increase of the automo­
bile benchmark rate, to go into effect 
in Aug. 

The increase is about half of what 
a panel of administrative law judges 
had recommended. Insurance compa­
nies had asked for an 11.3% increase 
in the benchmark rate. 

Companies may charge from 30% 
above to 30% below the benchmark 

rate. 
According to the Department of 

Insurance, 68 to 229 companies that 
sell auto insurance in Texas charge 
between 21 % and 30% above the ben­
chmark, so it pays to shop around. 

Lyndon Anderson, an associate 
insurance commissioner, said, "With 
more than 200 car insurers offering a 
wide range of rates, consumers should 
shop around for the best deal." 

GTech Contract Extended 
GTech Corp. has been awarded a 

five-year contract extension to oper­
ate the Texas Lottery, the maximum 
extension allowed under the corpora­
tion's current conu-act with die Texas 
Lottery Commission. 

Under the contract extension, 
GTech agreed to reduce its sales com­
mission from 3.944^ per $1 ticket 
down tt) an average of 3.4^ over the 
term of the conu-act, and to insull 
6,000 new on-line lotto terminals in 
retail stores across Texas. 

The lottery has had ticket sales of 
more than $8.3 billion in its first three 
years. ——— — 

Other Capital Highlights 
The Texas Court of Criminal Ap­

peals has ruled that ttialjudges,on rare 
occasions, can decide that juries have 
made a wrong decision about the facts 
and can overrule their decisions. To 
that effect, last week, the court sent 11 
cases back to lower courts to review 
questions of fact raised by convicted 
criminals. 

A report by the Texas Criminal 
Justice Policy Council says 37% of 
people given probation for crimes in 
1991, then û acked by the state for 
three years, ended up sentenced to 
prison. The study tracked 3,772 
people sentenced to community cor­
rections. Those convicted of drug and 
property offenses had the highest rate 
of repeat criminal behavior. 
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We apologize' 

Low-cost power 
and much more 

F rom Fredericksburg to La Grange, 

community leaders throughout the 

region are working hard to bring new 

and expanded businesses to their towns. 

The LCRA is working alongside them pro­

viding a variety of services, including eco­

nomic-development a.ssistance and low-cost 

electricity, without the use of tax money. 

"The LCRA offers expertise that a lot of 

utilities don't haiv the budget or people for 

The bottom line to our customers, of course, 

is tl)e loupouer cost." 

Boh Loth. General .Manager 

Central Texas.Electric Coop.. Fredericksburg 

LCKA does an e.xtremely good job of get­

ting ptnrer out and doing it cheaply. But 

tlxit's not all If we baiv a problem, they're 

Ijerefife minutes after we call. As far as I'm 

concerned. otIjertlMin my people. LCRA'sare 

tl)e best in tlje uvrld." 

Car}' Metscbe 

General .Manager. Fawtte Electric Coop. 

Lower &)l<)r4do Rixer \uih()rii> 
PC. Box IH). \u.<tin. Tevis "8"6" 

For more infornulton contact Bill McCinn 

or 800-~t»->2"2 

I would like to take this opportu­
nity to apologize to the people of 
Colorado County for being somewhat 
slow in answering calls due to the 
abundant reports of cattle being out, 
probably caused by the drought over 
the last two months. 

The tempting green grass in the 
ditches has probably caused the cattle 

to get out, which in return requires 
deputies to respond by answering ap­
proximately five cattle calls per day. 

We are asking all ranchers and 
cattle owners to please assist us by 
fixing your fences. 

Thank you, 
Colorado County 
SherilTBillEsterling 

Let's Look Back... 

24&48 
YEARS 
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T ' Rice District ^^ 
Community Hospital 
-̂  Welcomes 

Ned Stein, M.D., F.A.C.S 
Urologist 
He will hold a 

Urology Specialty Clinic 
On a Regular Basis 

At the Hospital For More information, Call: 
6 0 0 S. Austin Road Eagle Lake 4 0 9 - 2 3 4 - 5 5 7 1 

September 9,1971 
Friends throughout the area mourn 

the death of Edward R. Frnka, 91, a 
native of Colorado County and a pro­
minent resident of the Garwood com­
munity for nearly all of his life... 

Friends of the community learned 
with regret of the death of Albert Sid­
ney Ricks who passed away Thurs­
day, Sept 2, at his home in Eagle Lake 
at 1:26 in the morning following a 
three month illness... 

Cpt. Robert Ney received the Le­
gion of Merit from the Commander of 
Naval Air Forces in the Pacific. CapL 
Ney is the son of Mrs. Kate Ney of 
Eagle Lake... 

Sammie R. Chavis, 21, son of 
Mrs. Su.sie Chavis of Eagle Lake, 
was recently promoted to Army Spe­
cialist Four in Vietnam... 

Mr. & Mrs. Oscar Herman of 
Eagle Lake announce the engagement 
and approaching marriage of their 
daughter, Christine, to R<»bert C. 
Owens of Old Hickory, Tenn. The 
couple plan an Oct. 3 wedding... 

Miss Kathleen Jeanne Scott, 
daughterof Mr. & Mrs. Victor Scott, 
and Ric Pustejovsky were joined in 
marriage in a beautiful candlelight 

(See 24 & 48, Piige 5) 

15% OFF Spring Sale Continues! 
through May 31,1996 

All Wolmanlzed Treated 
oo Square Foot! 

Remodeling Plus Offers: 
• A l c o a V i n y l S i d i n g with Lifetime warranty (Seamless Gutters, New Doors a WirKtows, Roofing) 

•Metallic Buildings ("Whirl vin(f brand - any size) • C o n C r e t G W o r k 

•Room Additions •Sheetrocl(|& Painting •Electrical & Plumbing 
•Screened-ln Rooms •Kitchens & Baths •Commercial Remodeling 

100% Financing Avaiiabie 

Call Crime Stoppers • 234-5555 • It Pays Rewards 
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KidFish 1996! 
Lake Motors Thanks the Following 

Businesses and People for Contributing to 
Then'sNoDtalLikeACkyiiDtal 

fr" 

Wilcox Foods IGA 
Jerry & Nancy Retzlaff 

Rene's Blue Plate Cafe 
Rene & Valerie Al Obaidi 

LW's 
Wayne & Linda Lipperdt 

Sheridan Lumber Co. 
The Walker Family 

LCRA 
Mike Shoppa 

Our Kids through KidFish.,. 
Eagle Lake Drugstore, Inc. 

Steve & Linda Balas 

Laker Printing & Trophies 
Wayne & Jonna Bowen 

Eagle Lake Dairy Queen 
Patricia Johnson, Manager 

"ElPapalote" 
Johnny & Jon Rivera 

Texas Fried Chicken 
Ezequiel & Antonia Vasquez 

Dan's Minute Stop 
Dan & Sue Canaris 

K-D Jewelers 
Les & Mary Euers 

Canaris Nursery 
Pete & Jeanette and John Canaris 

Austin's B B Q & Catering 
Ron & Denice Janow 

Cafe on Main 
Mike & Sherri Gould • r , 

Casting Out For Kids' 

Browning-Ferris Industries 

/ ^ 

Vii 

Kid Fish raised 
over $2.100 to keep 
this program alive. 
Congratulations! 

SUPPORT T H E S E 
WHENEVER Y O U C A N ! 

J V ^ 

A Very Specml i 
Thanks to Mrs. Jean 
Thornton for the use 
of Thornton Pond! J/ 
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Eagle Lake 
Kid Fish 
Winners: 

Kellv Vasut 
Taylor Cook 

Daniel Goodwin 
James Salinas 

Eagle Lake 
' Kid Fish 

Winners; 
Biggest Fish: 25-3/4", 

Charlotte Bubela 
Biggest Fund Raiser: Holly 

Berger (Webb) 

These Kids Will Go To The ^̂ KidFish Classic'̂  Fishing Tournament June 1:5!! 
^ CQ]>ffi^RATULATIO]NS! — 

Many More Thanks Go Out to These Groups: 
Rice Consolidated Independent School District: Dr. Richard Gott, Superintendent; Larry Varley, Sheridan School Principal; 

Frank Middleton. EL Primary School Principal; Deborah Matthys, EL Middle School Principal; Lorene Lanier, Garwood School 
Wintermann Library. Charlene Rodgers: Veteran's Memorial Library, Kathy Stienke; Sheridan Memorial Library, Lillian Gohlke. 

47 New students have enrolled in the summer reading prgorams at these community libraries! 

We thank the parents for taking an active role in the 
education of their children! A child's mind is a terrible thing to waste. 

Many Thanks to All the Kids and Parents Who Turned Out for KidFish! 
LefS Make Next Year Even Bigger and Better! Tom & Deborah Reed, and the staff of Uke Motors, inc. 

MHrtil l i l 
MMMMM 


